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Thank you for hiring Archi, we hope you will enjoy using him as much as we do. Here are a 
few tips and some useful information to help you get the most out of your Vanlife trip. 
 
Do feel free to contact us at any time if you have any questions that you do not feel are 
answered in this handbook. 
 
Oli: 07904864530 
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VAN ESSENTIALS 
 
Dimensions 
 
Please be aware that some roads, bridges and many car parks have size restrictions. The 
most common restriction we have come across is in car parks which state a height 
restriction of 2m. As this van is 2.6m do not attempt to enter these restricted areas. 
Detailed below are the dimensions of the van, you can also find this information on the 
parcel shel above the drivers seat. 
Height – 2m 60cm - 8.5ft 
Width – 2m 40cm - 7.8ft 
Length – 6m   - 19.7ft  
Weight – 3000kg - 3 tonnes 
 

The van takes diesel – we will provide a full tank when you start your rental, please 
return the van with a full tank too. 
 
There is no smoking in the van. Pets are allowed, please inform us if you intend to bring 
your pet. 
 
Locking up 
Please ensure all doors are locked when leaving the van. If you wish to lock the van from 
the inside e.g. at night, there is a button showing a padlock in the centre of the front 
dashboard. This shows a red light when locked. The key remote has three buttons. This can 
lock/unlock the front doors and rear doors separately. 
 
FEATURES 
Cupboards and drawers 
All drawers and cupboards are fitted with mechanisms to prevent them opening whilst 
driving. Please do not over fill them and ensure they are closed properly before driving. 
Any loose items on the kitchen surface / shower etc must be stored away before driving 
the van. 
 
Table 
There is a collapsable table stored in the boiler seat cupboard. To use this, fit the metal arm 
to the metal grooved plate on the seat base. The other metal arm connects to this and the 
table slots on top. It is a fully adjustable table and can be used as additional kitchen surface 
space when preparing meals or doing the washing up.   
 
Oven and hob 
The oven and hob run off the LPG gas. Ensure the glass lid is lifted when using the hob.  
When using the hob or oven please ensure adequate ventilation by opening the window or 
switching on the extractor fan which is located over the bed. (See below). The grill can only 
be used with the oven door open (a built-in safety mechanism).  
 
Solar Panel| 
ARCHI is an off-grid van because the 360W solar panel charges the leisure batteries. There 
is therefore the freedom to venture into nature and experience wild camping during your 
trip. This is highly recommended and can really add memorable experiences and stunning 
viewpoints to your trip.  
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Sargent Control Panel 
This is the grey control panel on the passenger side wall. It has several buttons and is used 
to control the electrics in the van.  It has a button to turn the 12V electrics on/off, battery 
level and water level indicators.  It also has a button to switch on the 12V water pump which 
is needed to run the taps and shower.   
 
Fridge 
The 12V compressor fridge is in the passenger-side bench seat and has a capacity of 32 
litres. It is charged by the solar panel when static and therefore can be run 24hours a day 
at a temperature down to -10 degrees. We recommend keeping the setting at 3 degrees.   
 
Extractor fan 
The van is well insulated so maintains an even temperature. To cool the van or for 
increased ventilation there is an extractor/cooling fan located above the bed. You can open 
the vent by turning the handle and switch on the fan by using the control buttons. 
The side window can also be opened. Please ensure all rooflights are in the closed position 
when driving the van.  
 
Heating 
The heater is controlled by a thermostat which can be set to maintain a constant room 
temperature. To turn on the heater, locate the truma control panel which is on the kitchen 
unit near the right-hand side of the oven. Press the centre button and turn the dial to the 
van symbol. Press this once and you will be able to select the temperature you desire. The 
van symbol should then be displayed on the home screen. 
 
To switch off, press the centre button, select the van symbol again and scroll down to 
reduce the temperature until it says ‘OFF’. Select this and the van symbol should disappear. 
 
Hot water and shower 
To turn on the boiler, locate the truma control panel which is on the kitchen unit near the 
right-hand side of the oven. Press the centre button and turn the dial to the water & 
thermometer symbol. Press this once and you will be able to select the temperature you 
desire (ECO = 40 degrees celsius, HOT = 60 degrees celsius). The water symbol should then 
be displayed on the home screen. It will flash until the boiler has reached temperature and 
the water is ready to use. 
 
To switch off, press the centre button, select the water symbol again and scroll down to 
reduce the temperature until it says ‘OFF’. Select this and the water symbol should 
disappear. Please remember to do this when not in use. 
 
Note: if the heater has been on, the tank will have heated up some water – often this is 
enough to wash up with. There is a red washing up bowl stored above the driving seats to 
be used for washing up. 
 
The tank holds 10L of hot water which is enough for two conservative showers. Remove the 
toilet from the shower cubicle before showering. 
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Toilet 
The chemical toilet is stored in the shower room. The chemicals are stored in the 
passenger-side bench seat. Follow the mixing guide on the side of the chemical containers. 
The blue liquid goes in the base of the toilet, and the pink liquid is used as the flushing 
liquid.  
  
Waste water 
Both the shower and sink water runs into a 50ltr waste tank stored underneath the van.  
The Sargent control panel will display a small red led light next to the tank level button 
when the waste tank is full.  To empty this tank, drive to a suitable drain and open the grey 
(waste water) tap on the passenger side of the van.  
 
Refilling the water tanks 
The water tank key will unlock the fill point. Use either the hose or watering can to fill the 
fresh water tank.  The tank is underneath the van and can hold 70litres of water. The 
amount of water in the tank can be seen on the Sargent control panel. If you press the 
water tank button it will display several LED lights which corresponds to how full the tank 
is.  Please note that when the fresh water level displays one LED light, an alarm will sound 
to give you warning that you need to think about refilling the tank (to silence the alarm 
press the water pump button twice). The tank level indicator is not 100% accurate and will 
be affected if you are parked on a slope.  
 
Refilling the gas tank 
The tank will be full when you begin your adventure.  Typical use of cooking and showering 
daily will see the LPG tank last approximately 3 weeks. If you do need to refill the LPG tank, 
then google maps search “LPG Station” or “Autogas (in Europe)” and it will show you the 
LPG stations available near you.  The bottle is located underneath the van.  The black GASIT 
cover can be removed by pulling on the black lever on its underside. This will reveal the 
gas level indicator dial, and the shut off valve.  To prepare the bottle for filling it must be 
shut off. To do this twist the knob to the right until it can turn no more. The bottle will now 
be closed, and you can commence filling.  Once the filling process is complete, twist the 
bottle shut-off valve to the left until it can’t turn any further.  
 
If you plan to travel to Europe, then you may be asked to turn off the gas bottle before 
boarding a ferry.   
 
TIPS 
Night time 
At night we suggest inserting the grey window covers into the sliding door window. This 
helps with insulation, black out and privacy. The curtain behind the driver’s seat can also be 
pulled across for the same reasons. The vent above the bed can be opened by turning the 
handle. 
 
Travelling in Europe  
It is a legal requirement to carry the following items – Headlight adjusters, warning 
triangle, reflective vest, first aid kit, breathalyser x 2.  We have these items stored in a 
handy kit in the boot / garage space.  
 
Britstops 
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We are members of Britstops. They offer free motorhome stop overs all over the UK and 
Ireland. Checkout the website here  
 
Breakdown 
The van is covered in the UK and Europe for breakdown cover – we do need to inform our 
breakdown supplier and insurance if you intend to travel to a country outside the UK. So 
please inform us if you intend to go abroad.  
In the event of a breakdown please contact the AA on 0800 88 77 66 and supply them with 
our membership card number. This will be found in the glove compartment of Archi.  
 
Top tips for your trip 

• We suggest parking so that the back of the van is facing the view. There is nothing 
better than opening the back doors in the morning to have breakfast in bed with a 
panoramic view. 

• To find places to stay we like to use the Park4Night app. This is best around Europe 
and has many suggestions for camp sites as well as great wild camping spots. Do 
be mindful that it is mainly run using other people’s reviews so it may not be up to 
date, but it’s a great starting point. 

• You can also check out “Brit Stop”.  This is an app that has various pubs advertise 
their car parks for you to stay in. 

 
 
INVENTORY
Kitchen 

• Hob kettle 
• 1x saucepan 
• 1x frying pan 
• Baking tray 
• Oven glove 
• Measuring jug 
• Spatula 
• Wooden spoon 
• 4x cutlery set 
• Bottle opener 
• 4x cups 
• 4x plates 
• 4x bowls 
• 2x mugs 
• Cleaning spray 
• Cleaning cloth 
• Tea towel 
• Washing up bowl 
• Washing up liquid 
• Small dust pan and brush 
• Tea bags 
• Coffee 

 
Box seats 

• 32 litre 12-volt compressor fridge 

• Toilet chemicals (pink and blue 
liquid) 

• Picnic blanket 
• Fire extinguisher 
• Head torch  
• Books about motorhome / road 

trips in the UK and Europe 
 
Overhead cupboards 

• Small Broom 
• 2 x fresh towels 
• 2 x Window insulation / black out 

inserts  
• Red washing up bowl 
• Toilet roll  

 
Bed 

• Duvet 
• 4 x Pillows 
• Sheet 
• 1 x Mirror 

 
Garage 

• 2x fold up chairs 
• Guitar 
• Picnic blanket 
• 2-tonne trolley jack 

https://www.britstops.com/
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• Spare Wheel 
• 11litre Watering Can 
• 3m hose and tap connector 
• 24m hook up cable 

• 12V tyre pump 
• Bungees 
• EU Vehicle Kit 
• First aid kit  

 
 
We really hope you enjoy your trip in Archi and have a relaxing Vanlife break. We ask that 
you return the van in the same condition in which he was given to you. Please return with a 
full tank of diesel. 
 
Any problems or questions – do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Have a lovely holiday! 
 
Thank you, 
 
Oli and Emily 
 

 
 

ONE LIFE. VAN IT 
 


